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K1 (Goto Kayoko):

When the first time | read the book through, | found myself having a hearty laughter unconsciously.
The story is hilarious! The Cheeky ending is so pleasant and Kate is really like a British Child!
Could you tell me some comments on my remarks?

C1(Caryl Hart):

I'm so glad you liked the book and found it funny! The character is based on my daughter who was
around seven or eight years old at the time. She actually did dip her chip in her drink! When | asked
her why, she said it was too hot and she was cooling it down. In her mind, it was a very sensible thing
to do, and it made me think how silly some of our adult rules must seem to a child.




K2 (Goto Kayoko):

The phrase, “cheeky ending”, printed on the cover of the book is catchy! At the first time the cover of
this book caught my sight, it attracted me so much! It really attracts people to pick the book and read!
How do you think about it?

C2(Caryl Hart):

The publishers decided to add the "warning” that the book has a cheeky ending because they were
worried that some parents might think the book was teaching their children bad manners! | think
children have a very good idea about what is right and wrong and would not try to copy Kate's and the
Queen's behaviour. | think children like to see characters being naughty because it reassures them
that THEY are know how to be good!

K3 (Goto Kayoko):

This book was displayed and sold at the British Fair 2016 in several department stores (in different
cities). One day after a stylish couple had finished reading this book, they giggled each other at the
end. This hilarious story is also enjoyable for Adults. How do you think about it? What kind of
reactions have the Adults in your country expressed?

C3(Caryl Hart):

I'm so pleased you have said that! | wanted to write a book that spoke to adults as well as to children.
As a mum, | used to spend a lot of time telling my children off when we were eating meals. Sit up
straight! Don't slurp! Use your fork! | was doing it so much that it would often ruin the meal and turn it
into a bit of a battle ground. Writing the book helped me remember that mealtimes should be a time to
connect with your children, to spend time talking with them about their day, to listen to them. So, |
wanted the book to remind parents not to focus too much on manners and enjoy their time together
instead.

K4 (Goto Kayoko):
What have your children told you after reading over this book?

C4(Caryl Hart):

The book was published in 2009 in the UK, when my children were still quite young. They were very
proud of me and thought it was cool that their mum had written a book. They are still proud of me, but
don't let me go into book shops to find my books if they are with me. They get embarrassed if | put
my books to the front of the display or show them to customers! They are 14 and 18 now, so | guess
that's teenagers for you!

K5 (Goto Kayoko):
Were you a girl like Kate, when you were a child ?

C5(Caryl Hart):

YES! | was the sort of child who constantly asked questions. | was cheeky and would speak out if |
felt somebody was being unfair or was doing something that didn't make sense to me. Sometimes it
got me into trouble.

Once | told a teacher that children misbehaved in his class a lot because his lessons were boring. |
explained what | thought he could do to make the lessons more interesting.
| thought | was being helpful and couldn't understand why he was angry.

| still think he should have listened to me!




K6 (Goto Kayoko):

I Know this story was born from a conversation with your daughter,

Jess. Especially I love the wonderful idea that the Queen was drawn as a girl. How have you created
the idea?

C6(Caryl Hart):
It was Leigh's idea to draw the Queen as a child. | think it was a brilliant move and really made the
book. After all, Queens have to learn too!

K7 (Goto Kayoko):

Could you tell me what have motivated you to be a children’s author?

A writer as myself, | would like to spread and share lots of ‘delightful things’, ‘wonderful things’, and
‘wonderful people’ in the world.

C7(Caryl Hart):

When Jess was a baby, we spent a lot of time reading books together. Many were wonderful, but
some were not very good, in my opinion. So one day, after reading a few poor quality books, | said to
my husband, "I could do better than that!" He said, "Go on then," so | decided | would have a go!
Many new parents are inspired to write stories for their children, but it's a lot harder to get a book
published than many people realise. Many give up but | was determined to make it work, if | could. At
the time, | was working three days a week and Jess was still young so | didn't really have enough time
or energy to get very far. But seven years later, | had to leave my job due to ill health.

My husband and | decided that | could take a year out of paid work to try and get some books
published. If I hadn't made any progress in a year, | would have to go back to work. | didn't want to go
back to work so | was very determined to become an author. Luckily for me, things worked out and |
got two book deals. Don't Dip Your Chips in Your Drink, Kate was one of them. The other was for a
book called Rhino? What Rhino? which was published the same year.

I now have 27 titles published and another 15 or so in production. I'm very lucky to have a husband
who believed in me and helped me get where | am today.

K8 (Goto Kayoko):

This book is filled with witty word plays and | love them!

Have you intendedly arranged the words for the readers to have fun?

| guess you have put the word ‘tart’ twice (tart and start) in repetition of the same pronunciation in the
queen's talk at the table with Kate. As the same way, | tried to apply rhymes in Japanese. For
example, | translated the word ‘tart’ as ‘pie’ to set rhymes in Japanese. | have also set another word
play. In Kate’s letter to the Queen, she has crossed out the word ‘posh’ [o-jyoh-hin in Japanese] and
put the word ‘manner’[o-gyoh-gi] instead. The sounds and meanings of those two words have
similarity in Japanese.

C8(Caryl Hart):

The whole books rhymes in English. | can't imagine how difficult it must have been to translate into
Japanese and still make it rhyme! | think your job is ten times more difficult than mine!

| wanted the book to sound good when read out loud. Sometimes when | read it to children, we clap
along to the list of table manners. | think children remember rhyming stories much better and are
quickly able to join in, even if they can't read the words themselves.




K9 (Goto Kayoko):
It was quite hard to express the “cheeky ending” in Japanese. | have spent lots of time to translate for
the last two pages. Which pages have you had a tough time with?

C9(Caryl Hart):

| was thinking about this story for about a year before | actually sat down to write it. Luckily for me, it
all came quite easily and | didn't really struggle with any of it. But | have struggled with many many
parts of other books. Writing in rhyme can be difficult, especially if you know what you want to say, but
can't find a way to say it that rhymes and fits the correct rhythm. Over the years, I've learned how to
deal with difficult sections, and | enjoy the challenge of creating something that works just right.

K10 (Goto Kayoko):
Which pages or parts are your most favorite ones in this book?

C10(Caryl Hart):

I love the letter that Kate writes to the Queen - | can remember doing this when | was young. |
remember posting the letter and then realising that | had not put my address on the top of the page,
so that the Queen wouldn't have been able to reply, even if she had wanted to. | remember feeling
very silly! | suppose | could have written a new letter, but it felt like too much work at the time!

| also love the rhyming table manners and was very pleased with myself when | had the idea to give
the Queen the same list.

| wanted to print it as a poster to stick on the wall when my children were little, to remind them how to
behave properly at the table.

K11 (Goto Kayoko):
I know you have published a lot of books and series. Could you tell us about your new theme and
some plans of your work in your near future?

Cli(Caryl Hart):

| have lots of books in production at the moment. | have a series that stars a little boy called Albie,
published by Simon and Schuster. [I've just finished writing book 7 and am planning book 8. These
are great fun and are brilliant to use in schools to encourage children to enjoy reading and writing.

| have some first experiences books coming out this year with Walker Books, which are looking lovely.
They are illustrated by Lauren Tobia and are very multicultural. | am passionate about ensuring my
books include people from all racial, family and socioeconomic and am delighted with the look of
these books.

I am also working with Nosy Crow on some illustrated fiction. There are three books in this series so
far and I'm hoping that we will do some more as they seem to be selling well. The series is called The
Invincibles and is based on my own childhood so they are very close to my heart!

- Oh, and | have a new series with Hodder Children's Books! The first is called Knock Knock
Dinosaur, published last week. It's a crazy counting book with lots of dinosaurs and lots of chaos! The
next book is called Knock Knock Pirate, which comes out in the autumn. They are brilliantly illustrated
by Nick East and are full of really funny details and surprises!

So, there's as lot to look forward to in the coming couple of years.




K12 (Goto Kayoko):
All the pictures are very lovely and nicely matches with your story. What was the first impression have
you got from the pictures?

Cl2(Caryl Hart):

I love Leigh's work! | think she is very original and inventive. | love the collage style because | think
children feel they could make pictures that way, too! Leigh makes it look very easy although | know
that creating illustrations in this way is not as easy as it looks!

K13: (Goto Kayoko):
Could you tell us some stories on collaborating with Leigh for this book? We are curious about how
has this collaboration started and carried out.

C13(Caryl Hart):

In the UK, writers don't often work directly with illustrators. | wrote the text and sent it to the publisher.
| then worked on the text with an editor. The editor works with a designer to lay the text out and
decide roughly how the book will look. Then the designer works with the illustrator to create the
pictures.

The publisher sends me rough layouts and illustrator's sketches to make sure I'm happy, and | can
then point out anything that might be missing. For example, in the spread where the horse arrives and
rings on the doorbell, Leigh had forgotten to draw a doorbell. | can pick up on details like this if | spot
anything missing.

It is important for illustrators to have ownership of the books they work on, so they are usually given a
lot of freedom to interpret the text in their own way. Illustrators add a huge amount to a story and often
include details that tell a story of their own. For example, they might add pictures to the character's
walls, or create an animal character who appears throughout the story.

K14 (Goto Kayoko):
I've lived in a local city of Japan since | was born. And | have heard you have lived in the countryside
of the UK. Could you tell me the charm of your hometown?

Cl4(Caryl Hart):

I live in a village of around 100 houses about 3 km from a small town. We have no shops in the
village. There is one pub, where you can have a cup of tea or an alcoholic drink or a meal. | love
walking, and have a dog. The countryside is very beautiful where | live so I'm very lucky to be able to
walk in it every day!

The disadvantage of living where we do, is that we have to drive to the shops and the children are not
able to walk to school. In winter, we are sometimes unable to leave the village because it is at the top
of a steep hill and the roads can be very slippery. Nobody minds thought, we just go sledging!




K15 (Goto Kayoko):
| drink coffee whenever | work on PC. And | know the British drinks tea six times a day. Are you also
drinking tea while you are working?

C15(Caryl Hart):

Ha hal!! YES! | gave up drinking coffee when | was pregnant with Jess and now mainly drink tea. It
can get very cold in my house, so cups of tea keep me warm! Lots of my writer friends do drink coffee
though.

| often go to a cafe to work, because it can get very cold in my house and a bit lonely.
I can make a pot of tea last a very long time!!

K16 (Goto Kayoko):
Could you give some messages to the Japanese readers?

C16(Caryl Hart):

| am so thrilled that our book is published in Japan. | would love to come to your country sometime
and meet you as | have heard a lot of good things about Japan. My youngest daughter is an animee
fan and loves the Japanese culture, which feels very different to our own. We make our own sushi at
home and would love to try some proper Japanese sushi sometime!

I work a lot in schools, so perhaps one day | could come and visit some schools in Japan!

K17 (Goto Kayoko):
I am looking forward to translating another book of yours one day!

C17(Caryl Hart):
| would love that!!
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